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An intense cut-off low-pressure system is expected to affect parts of the country
from Tuesday to Thursday, 5 — 7 May 2026

The South African Weather Service (SAWS) wishes to inform the public of an approaching period of cold,
wet, and windy weather conditions expected to affect large parts of the country from Monday, 4 May 2026,
through to Thursday, 7 May 2026.

This change in weather is associated with a cut-off low-pressure system expected to make landfall over the
western parts of South Africa from Tuesday morning. The system is expected to initially affect the Western
Cape, Northern Cape, and Eastern Cape before spreading eastward across the central and eastern interior from
Tuesday afternoon into Wednesday morning. A cut-off low is a slow-moving or stationary weather system
that can cause prolonged severe weather in one area.

Isolated to scattered showers and thundershowers are expected over the central and western interior of South
Africa on Monday, 4 May 2026, with scattered thundershowers likely over the Free State, Northern Cape,
western parts of North West, as well as parts of the Eastern Cape and the western regions of the Western
Cape. Rainfall is expected to become more widespread along the south-west coast. There is a high likelihood of
severe thunderstorms developing over the interior and the eastern parts of the Eastern Cape from the
afternoon onwards. These storms may result in heavy downpours leading to localised flooding, as well as
damaging winds, hail, and excessive lightning, as illustrated by Figures 1 and 2 below:
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Figure 1: Rainfall chart for Monday, 4 May 2026  Figure 2: Severe weather chart (Monday)

ce rtiﬁed for Board Members: Ms Sandika Daya (Chairperson), Prof. Sylvester Mpandeli (Deputy Chairperson),
Dr Lesley Luthuli, Ms Mpho Mogodi, Dr Phumudzo Tharaga, Prof. Thando Ndarana,
Exce"ence Ms Balebetje Zondi, Adv. lkaneng Mokgosi, Ms Ané Bruwer, Dr Prittish Dala, Mr Maesela Kekana,
Dr Jonas Mphepya (Acting CEO).
Acting Company Secretary: Vacant

Public document Document Reference: CS-CSR-LETT-003 Medrel3May2026

4l forestry, fisheries
™€ & the environment

‘ Department: 2030
R Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
R’ REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA



Significant weather-related impacts are expected along parts of the Eastern Cape coastline and the adjacent
interior on Tuesday and Wednesday, 5 — 6 May 2026, as well as over the eastern parts of the Western Cape
from Tuesday afternoon through to Thursday, 7 May 2026. Widespread rainfall is anticipated over the Western
Cape and Eastern Cape, extending into the Free State, with 24-hour rainfall accumulations likely to exceed 100
— 200 mm in places, as shown by Figures 3 and 4 below. This may result in widespread flooding. In addition,
damaging winds and very rough sea conditions are expected, particularly along the south coast of the Western
Cape and the Eastern Cape coastline.
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Figure 3: Rainfall chart for Tuesday Figure 4: Rainfall chart for Wednesday

The following weather-related impacts are anticipated as the cut-off low progresses over the country between
Tuesday and Thursday:

1. Disruptive rainfall, leading to widespread flooding of roads and settlements, mudslides, major traffic
disruptions, and damage to roads and bridges, is possible along the coast and adjacent interior of the
Eastern Cape, as well as the eastern parts of the Western Cape.

2. Damaging coastal and interior winds, resulting in power interruptions, damage to temporary
structures, as well as transport routes being affected by falling trees, are possible along the coast of
the Eastern Cape, as well as the south coast and Central Karoo of the Western Cape.

3. Damaging coastal waves, with wave heights exceeding 5,0 to 7.0 m, leading to damage to coastal
infrastructure, disruption to harbours and modification of beaches, are possible along the south coast
of the Western Cape and the coast of the Eastern Cape, where possible storm surge could occur.

4. Disruptive snowfall, leading to loss of vulnerable livestock and the closure of mountain passes, is
possible over the north-eastern high-ground of the Western Cape, as well as the northern high-ground
of the Eastern Cape.

5. Severe thunderstorms, leading to localised flooding, large amounts of small hail, and localised damage
to settlements, are possible over the Free State and North West.
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The public is advised to:
e Exercise caution when travelling, especially in areas prone to flooding or reduced visibility.
e Avoid crossing flooded roads and swollen streams.
e Secure loose outdoor items due to strong winds.
e Stay informed by following updates from the SAWS through official communication platforms.

Members of the public and stakeholders are strongly urged to continuously monitor official SAWS forecasts
and warnings, as warnings will be updated as the likelihood and severity of impacts become clearer. The public
is also advised to remain cautious of unauthorised or unverified information sources and refrain from
distributing such information further.

For regular updates, please visit https://www.weathersa.co.za/ or follow SAWS official media channels.
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For technical and weather enquiries:

National Forecasting Centre: Tel: 012 367 6041

Media enquiries: Ms Hannelee Doubell: Manager, Communications; Tel: (012) 367 6104; Cell: 072 222 6305; E-
mail: hannelee.doubell@weathersa.co.za

USSD: Dial ¥120*7297#; Weather-ready, Climate-smart

Download our WeatherSMART APP free from the App store:

For Apple Smartphones: https://apps.apple.com/za/app/weathersmart/id1045032640
For Android Smartphones: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.afrigis.saws.droid.activity&gl=ZA
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